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How can plastic waste collected from the Marseille coastline 

be exploited and valorized to create a product intended for 

students?
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Sauvage is a committed brand created by the 
association Sauvage Méditerranée.
It offers a unique collection of eco-designed 
jewelry made from wild waste (marine 
plastics, fishing nets, glass, land-based litter, 
etc.) collected by local environmental 
protection organizations.
The sale of Sauvage products aims to 
encourage and fund the organizations 
involved in the fight against the massive 
pollution of the Mediterranean Sea.

Sauvage Méditerranée
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These items are made entirely from plastic collected 
on the beaches of the Mediterranean basin by 
partner associations.
Each piece is handcrafted in our workshop located 
in Aix-en-Provence, just a few kilometers from 
Marseille.
Every product purchased helps fund cleanup 
operations carried out by local environmental 
protection organizations.
Product deposit: 10%
Donation to the association through your purchase: 
5%
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The objective of our project being to
promote recycling in close collaboration
with associations along the Marseille
coastline, we must therefore adapt to the
materials they make available to us.

Our Project

The association Sauvage Méditerranée is dedicated to recycling plastic
bottle caps, boat sails, and fishing nets. We are therefore planning to design
cutlery from bottle caps, which we will extrude into flat sheets. The cutlery
will then be cut using a laser cutter or milling machine. A coating that meets
hygiene standards will subsequently be applied by dipping to ensure safe
use​
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Main requirements for food-grade
coatings:
Compliance with these standards ensures that
coatings used on cutlery or other plastic utensils
are safe for human health and meet food safety
requirements.

EUROPEAN STANDARD RESEARCH

• Chemical safety: Substances must not migrate into food in harmful amounts.
• Inertness: The coating must not react with food, or alter its taste, smell, or composition.
• Thermal resistance: The coating must remain stable at the temperatures it will be exposed

to (e.g., dishwasher-safe).
• Compliance with migration tests: It must pass global migration tests (total amount of

substances transferred) and specific migration tests (for certain identified potentially
hazardous chemicals).
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Bioplastics are often presented as an alternative to
conventional, polluting plastics. However, they are
not as eco-friendly as they seem...

Coating solution

"Bioplastic" is a general term. In reality,there are two
types of bioplastics:
• Bio-based plastics: Their raw materialscome from biomass (plants, plant waste,etc.) instead

of petroleum. The term "bio"in "bioplastic" does not mean they comefrom organic farming.
• Biodegradable plastics: These are meantto break down into simple elements(carbon,

hydrogen, oxygen, etc.) underspecific conditions, usually throughindustrial composting.
• Only biodegradable plastics are regulated inorder to prevent the release of

harmfulsubstances into the environment during thedegradation process.
• For example, legislation prohibits certainadditives that slow down the degradationprocess

and may be toxic (such asphthalates, inks, dyes, UV stabilizers,antioxidants, or flame
retardants).
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